
GOT THAT BROADCASTING ITCH

At a early age I, Joe Jensen owner of Midwest Country, had 
a fascination with electronics, dissecting every possible radio 
I  could  get  my  hands  on.  As  time  went  on  I  got  the 
broadcasting itch. 

I remember my first $2.95 microphone ordered from Allied 
Radio. My first major accomplishment was to broadcast all 
the  way  to  the  barn  radio.  Later  as  the  distance  became 
greater,  my eldest brother,  who was a ham radio operator, 
gave me a Globe Scout 90 ham radio transmitter trying to 
convince me I should give up broadcasting on the broadcast 
band. He want me to become proficient at morse code and 
get  a  general  class  operators  license,  so  I  could  use  a 
microphone. I told my brother, “You can't broadcast music or 
make programs on ham radio, so why not use the telephone 
if  you wanted to talk to people?” So converted my Globe 
Scout 90 to the broadcast band, and figured that using the 
power-line I could broadcast long distances. To make a long 

story  short,  I  caught  the  attention  of  the  FCC  and  the 
Wisconsin  power  company.  This  put  an  end  to 
broadcasting; I couldn't convince them that broadcasting on 
the power-lines was a good idea. 

So a year later I landed my first job at Rahr TV in Sparta 
Wisconsin,  repairing  radios  and  televisions.  Eventually 
starting  my  own  television  repair  shop  in  Minneapolis. 
About  20  years  later,  a  friend/dealer  referred  a 
videographer with a broadcast camera(JVC KY-2700) to us 
for repair, which I ended up buying from him. At a large 
wedding I met another videographer, Stefan Sigurdson. He 
had  connections  and  a  lead to  put  a  bid  on  some  old 

broadcast equipment, that came from a TV station. We purchased it and converted the back storage of 
the TV shop into a mini TV studio. 

From there a local a furniture store, we had worked with, wanted us to produce a talent review show,  it 
was called Goofy's Review. Halfway into the contract the furniture store lost interest and the station 
gave us the option of taking over the contract. So that's what we did, changing its name to Late Nite 
Review. The show had a wide variety of musical styles, but mine real interest was in traditional country. 
One of the entertainers we had worked with, Arnie  St. Hilaire “Chuckle's” said, “There was someone 
you have to meet,” named Big John Voit, he had been part of the KSTP Sunset Valley Barn Dance. 

So we began filming on road shows and in 
studio, and eventually found our way to a 
small theater in Sandstone Minnesota in the 
fall  1997. Here is  where a then customer, 
now cameraman, Virgil Brouer said he had 
found the  perfect  station  to  put  our  show 
on,  giving  us  RFD-TV's  contact 
information. In the Summer 2004 we made 
our debut on RFD-TV. 

We  are  ever  so  grateful  to  RFD-TV,  our 
loyal  television  audience,  entertainers, 
sponsors; without which none of this could have been possible. From the May 1960 to the present it has 
been a dream come true, but not in the way I had envisioned it.
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